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Dear Roseanna 

Scale and Concentration of Land Ownership in Rural Scotland 
 
The Committee is keen to assess progress in relation to the Scottish Land 
Commission’s recent report ‘Investigation into the Issues Associated with 
Large scale and Concentrated Landownership in Scotland’ and to examine 
this in the context of the Land Use Strategy for Scotland and the current Land 
Rights and Responsibilities Statement.  
 
The Committee would welcome further detail in relation to: 
 

1) Which measures the Scottish Government plans to put in place to 
encourage greater diversity in land ownership across Scotland, 
including information about how harmful land monopolies will be 
identified and addressed and the timescales for implementing reform? 

2) How the Scottish Government plans to take a human rights-based 
approach towards addressing the power imbalance that currently exists 
between landowners and tenants, including detail of how this will 
engage those directly involved? 

3) How the Scottish Government will ensure that landowners respect and 
nurture the communities living on their land and emphasise 
sustainability and community benefit in key decision-making 
processes? 

4) How the Scottish Government plans to safeguard the rights of tenants 
seeking to set up new rural enterprises and to ensure that they have 
access to a range of financial options to support this?  

5) How the Scottish Government will ensure tenants making a complaint 
to a landowner or their factor can do so without fear of negative 
repercussions, including the loss of housing, status or employment? 
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6) How the Scottish Government will encourage landowners to maximise 
opportunities for those within the agricultural sector, including young 
farmers moving on from starter farms? 

7) How the Scottish Government will ensure that fiscal incentives relating 
to agriculture, forestry and renewable energy are directed towards the 
most appropriate recipient and contribute to community empowerment, 
rural development and land reform? 

8) Whether the Scottish Government plans to update the current Land 
Rights and Responsibilities Statement, in light of the Scottish Land 
Commission’s report recommendations? 

9) How the Scottish Government plans to involve stakeholders in 
progressing the findings of the Scottish Land Commission’s report (e.g. 
through the creation of working groups). 

 
The Committee would also welcome an update on other developments or 
plans in relation to land reform, including your plans, and the anticipated 
timescale, to bring forward regulations in relation to the register of controlled 
interests in land. 
 
The Committee looks forward to receiving a response from you by 1 August 
2019. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Gillian Martin MSP 
Convener 
Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee  


